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The Herero are an indigenous people of Namibia, with a rich and complex
history. They are known for their distinctive culture, which includes their
traditional dress, music, and dance. In this article, we will take a closer look
at the Herero people, their history, and their culture.

History of the Herero

The Herero are believed to have originated in Central Africa, and migrated
to Namibia in the 16th century. They settled in the central and northern
parts of the country, and established a powerful kingdom. The Herero were
a pastoral people, and their economy was based on cattle. They were also
skilled metalworkers, and produced beautiful jewelry and other objects.
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In the late 19th century, the Herero came into conflict with the German
colonialists. The Germans were intent on expanding their empire, and they
saw the Herero as a threat. In 1904, the Germans launched a campaign of
genocide against the Herero. The Herero were massacred, and their
homes and villages were destroyed. An estimated 80,000 Herero were
killed, out of a total population of 100,000.

The Herero genocide was one of the darkest chapters in Namibian history.
It had a devastating impact on the Herero people, and it continues to shape
their identity today.

Culture of the Herero

The Herero have a rich and vibrant culture, which has been passed down
from generation to generation. Their traditional dress is one of the most
distinctive features of their culture. The women wear long, flowing dresses,
which are often decorated with colorful beads. The men wear knee-length
pants and shirts, and they often wear hats.

Music and dance are also important parts of Herero culture. The Herero
have a variety of traditional songs and dances, which are often performed
at social gatherings. The Herero are also known for their storytelling
tradition. They have a rich oral tradition, and they often tell stories about
their history, their culture, and their ancestors.

The Herero Today
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The Herero people continue to face many challenges today. They are one
of the poorest and most marginalized groups in Namibia. They have high
rates of poverty, unemployment, and illiteracy. However, the Herero are a
resilient people, and they are working to improve their lives and their
community.

The Herero are proud of their culture and their history. They are working to
preserve their traditions and to pass them on to future generations. They
are also working to improve their lives and their community. The Herero are
a strong and resilient people, and they have a bright future ahead of them.

The Herero are an indigenous people of Namibia with a rich and complex
history. They have faced many challenges, but they have persevered and
they continue to thrive. The Herero are a proud and resilient people, and
they have a bright future ahead of them.
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