
The Bootleg King: Exploring the Notorious
Life and Murderous End of Roy Olmstead
A Notorious Figure in the Roaring Twenties

Roy Olmstead, a man who rose to infamy as the "Bootleg King" during the
Prohibition era of the 1920s, was a larger-than-life figure whose exploits
and ultimate demise became the stuff of legends. His reign as the
undisputed king of the Seattle underworld was marked by a flamboyant
lifestyle, a ruthless business acumen, and a string of romantic
entanglements that would ultimately contribute to his tragic end.

The Women Who Pursued the Bootleg King

Olmstead was a charismatic and charming man who attracted women from
all walks of life. His magnetic personality and reputation as a powerful
figure drew countless admirers, some of whom became entangled in his
dangerous world. Among the most notable women in Olmstead's life were:
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* Fay Dolbeer: A beautiful and ambitious socialite who became Olmstead's
mistress and played a pivotal role in his bootlegging operations. * Hazel
Houser: A former showgirl who was deeply infatuated with Olmstead and
eventually became his wife. * Mercedes McCambridge: A young woman
who became involved with Olmstead's gang and served as a courier for his
illicit activities.

The Thriving Underworld of Prohibition

Prohibition, a nationwide ban on the sale, manufacture, and transportation
of alcoholic beverages, created a lucrative black market that fueled the rise
of bootleggers like Roy Olmstead. Seattle, a major port city, became a hub
for the illicit trade, and Olmstead seized the opportunity to amass a vast
fortune by smuggling liquor into the city.

He established a network of speakeasies, clandestine establishments
where people could indulge in prohibited alcohol, and controlled a
significant portion of the bootlegging operations in the Pacific Northwest.
Olmstead's wealth and influence extended beyond the criminal underworld,
as he bribed politicians, corrupted law enforcement, and gained the
protection of powerful figures.

A Web of Corruption and Violence

As Olmstead's power grew, so did the violence associated with his criminal
enterprise. Rival gangs competed for control of the lucrative bootlegging
trade, leading to bloody turf wars and ruthless executions. Olmstead
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himself was known for his ruthlessness and was suspected of Free
Downloading the murders of those who crossed him.

The corruption that permeated all levels of society during this period made
it difficult to bring Olmstead to justice. Police officers were often on his
payroll, and politicians turned a blind eye to his activities. However, a
determined group of federal agents, led by Eliot Ness, began investigating
Olmstead's operations, determined to break his stranglehold on the city.

The Downfall of the Bootleg King

Ness and his team employed wiretaps to gather evidence against
Olmstead and his gang. The wiretaps, which were later ruled illegal by the
Supreme Court, revealed a shocking level of corruption and criminal
activity. Olmstead was eventually indicted on multiple charges, including
conspiracy to violate the Prohibition laws and racketeering.

In 1931, Olmstead was convicted and sentenced to four years in prison.
His empire crumbled, and his once-glamorous lifestyle came to an abrupt
end. However, his story did not end there.

A Murderous Twist of Fate

While serving his sentence, Olmstead became embroiled in a romantic
relationship with a fellow inmate, a convicted murderer named James
Bruner. When Olmstead was released from prison in 1935, Bruner followed
him to Seattle, hoping to cash in on his former boss's connections.

Olmstead, who had grown tired of Bruner's parasitic behavior, refused to
help him. Enraged, Bruner plotted revenge and, on October 19, 1936, lured
Olmstead to a remote cabin in the woods. There, he brutally murdered the



once-feared Bootleg King, ending a chapter in Seattle's history that would
forever be remembered for its glamour, violence, and tragic end.

The rise and fall of Roy Olmstead, the Bootleg King, is a captivating tale of
power, corruption, and the deadly consequences of a life lived on the edge.
His story serves as a reminder of the dark underbelly of the Jazz Age and
the price that can be paid for pursuing wealth and influence through illicit
means.

The women who pursued Olmstead, the illicit underworld he controlled, and
the tragic events that culminated in his untimely demise all played a part in
shaping his infamous legacy. His life and death continue to fascinate and
intrigue, leaving a lasting mark on the annals of true crime and the history
of Seattle.
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