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: Shattering the Myths of Presidential Infallibility

Throughout American history, the office of the presidency has been revered
as the pinnacle of power and authority. We have celebrated our leaders as
paragons of virtue, unwavering in their commitment to serving the nation.
But what if the reality is far from this idealized image?

In his groundbreaking book, Not So Great Presidents: The Truth About
Ulysses S. Grant, Andrew Johnson, James Buchanan, and Warren G.
Harding, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Michael Beschloss embarks on a
sobering journey to expose the hidden flaws and questionable legacies of
four American presidents.

Chapter 1: Ulysses S. Grant - The Tarnished General

A revered military hero, Ulysses S. Grant led the Union to victory in the Civil
War. However, his presidency was marred by scandals, corruption, and
economic mismanagement. Beschloss reveals the shocking details of
Grant's inept administration, which saw the emergence of the "Gilded Age"
of corruption and the exploitation of freed slaves.

Chapter 2: Andrew Johnson - The Accidental President

Andrew Johnson's ill-fated presidency was a tale of overconfidence and
political hubris. Thrust into office after Lincoln's assassination, Johnson
failed miserably in his attempt to rebuild the war-torn nation. Beschloss
examines the disastrous Reconstruction policies that alienated the South,
led to violence, and ultimately resulted in Johnson's impeachment.

Chapter 3: James Buchanan - The Precursor to Disaster



Prior to the Civil War, James Buchanan presided over a country on the
brink of collapse. A weak and indecisive leader, Buchanan failed to address
the growing sectional tensions, allowing the nation to drift towards the
abyss. Beschloss uncovers the tragic missteps and political maneuvering
that led to the outbreak of the bloodiest conflict in American history.

Chapter 4: Warren G. Harding - The Smiling Corruption

Warren G. Harding charmed the nation with his easygoing demeanor and
popularity. However, beneath the surface lurked a presidency riddled with
corruption and scandal. Beschloss reveals the shocking details of Harding's
"Ohio Gang," a group of cronies who enriched themselves at the expense
of the nation. Harding's death put an end to his corrupt reign, but not before
tarnishing the office of the presidency.

: The Importance of Historical Truth

Not So Great Presidents challenges the sanitized narratives that have long
shaped our understanding of American history. By exposing the flaws and
missteps of these presidents, Beschloss forces us to confront the
uncomfortable reality that even our most revered leaders are not immune to
error. This book is not meant to diminish their accomplishments but rather
to provide a more nuanced and honest account of their lives and legacies.

In a time when historical revisionism and political polarization threaten to
distort our understanding of the past, Not So Great Presidents serves as a
vital reminder of the importance of seeking truth and holding our leaders
accountable. By scrutinizing the failures of the past, we can learn from
them and strive to build a better future.

Call to Action



Delve into the captivating pages of Not So Great Presidents today and
uncover the hidden truths about these enigmatic figures. Free Download
your copy now and embark on a historical journey that will challenge your
perceptions and shed light on the complex tapestry of American leadership.
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