Darius lll: The Last Persian King in the
Shadow of Alexander the Great

Darius lll, the last king of the Achaemenid Empire, reigned over Persia from
336 to 330 BC. His reign was marked by the rise of Alexander the Great
and the subsequent collapse of the Persian Empire. Darius was a capable
military leader and a skilled diplomat, but he was ultimately unable to
withstand the onslaught of Alexander's armies.

Early Life and Reign

Darius Il was born in 380 BC to Artaxerxes lll and his queen, Stateira. He
was a member of the Achaemenid dynasty, which had ruled Persia for over
two centuries. Darius was a skilled military leader and a successful
diplomat. He defeated several rebellions and expanded the Persian
Empire. He also negotiated a peace treaty with the Greeks after the Battle
of Granicus.
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In 334 BC, Alexander the Great invaded the Persian Empire. Darius Ill met
Alexander's army at the Battle of Issus in 333 BC. The Persian army was
larger and better equipped than Alexander's, but Alexander's superior
tactics and leadership led to a decisive victory for the Greeks. Darius 1l fled
the battlefield, leaving his family and his kingdom behind.

The Flight and Death of Darius lli

After the Battle of Issus, Darius Il fled to the Persian capital, Persepolis.
He was pursued by Alexander's army, and he was eventually captured and
killed by his own satraps, who had betrayed him. Darius Ill was the last
king of the Achaemenid Empire. His death marked the end of one of the
greatest empires in history.

Legacy

Darius Ill was a complex and controversial figure. He was a capable
military leader and a skilled diplomat, but he was also indecisive and prone
to making mistakes. He was ultimately unable to withstand the onslaught of
Alexander the Great's armies, and his death marked the end of the Persian
Empire.

Darius Il was the last king of the Achaemenid Empire. He was a capable
military leader and a skilled diplomat, but he was ultimately unable to
withstand the onslaught of Alexander the Great's armies. His death marked
the end of one of the greatest empires in history.

Additional Resources

= Darius lll in the Encyclopaedia Iranica

= Darius Il in Livius.org



= Darius Il in the Iran Chamber Society
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Painting by Charles Le Brun depicting Darius Il surrendering to Alexander
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Speak With Ease: The Ultimate Guide to Public

| Speaking Confidence

By Rupika Raj Are you terrified of public speaking? Do you dread the
thought of having to give a presentation or speech? If so, you're not...

Vulcan Forge: A Suspense Thriller that Will
Keep You on the Edge of Your Seat

Vulcan Forge is a suspense thriller that will keep you on the edge of your
seat. Philip Mercer has crafted a gripping tale of intrigue, danger,...
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